
GEM Workshops 

LODGING 

While in Athens, there are several places to stay within either walking distance or a bus ride. 
The four closest hotels adjacent to campus and the GEM facility are listed below.  There are 
several other hotels in the Downtown Athens Area, and these are found on Google Maps.  It is 
recommended to walk, catch a campus bus (free), or an Athens city bus (require a small fee) 
because the parking is restricted to permit parking except in some of the parking decks. Check 
out the Transportation & Parking Services website for maps and information about guest 
parking:  https://tps.uga.edu/ . 

University of Georgia Conference Center and Hotel 
1197 S Lumpkin St, Athens, GA 30602 
https://www.hotel.uga.edu/ 
This hotel is on the campus and within three blocks (12-minute walk) of the GEM facility in the 
ISTEM Bldg 1.  The rooms are small but efficient and newly renovated.  They have two 
restaurants for breakfast and dinner. 

SpringHill Suites Athens Downtown/University Area 
220 South Hull Street, Athens GA 30605 
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/ahnse-springhill-suites-athens-downtown-university-
area/overview/ 

Holiday Inn Express Athens-University Area 
513 West Broad Street, Athens, GA  30601 
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/athens/ahndt/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=Google 
Maps-_-EX-_-US-_-AHNDT 

Homewood Suites by Hilton Athens Downtown University Area 
750 East Broad Street, Athens, GA  30601 
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/ahnathw-homewood-suites-athens-downtown-university-
area/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-HG-
AHNATHW&y_source=1_MTExMDY1NDMtNzE1LWxvY2F0aW9uLndlYnNpdGU%3D 
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FOOD 

There are several good restaurants and bars in Athens downtown.  Different ethnicities and 
microbreweries can be found within walking distance from the bus drop off at the Arch. 
A few examples are Ted’s Most Best (Pizza), The Grill (burgers), The National (Mediterranean-
style), Creature Comforts (microbrew) and several restaurants at the Bottle Works on Prince 
Avenue. 

Alternatively, if you are staying at the Georgia Center, you can walk to Five Points (Lumpkin 
Ave and Milledge Ave). There you can find Cali n Titos (Cuban, South American), The Grind 
(burgers), The Royal Peasant (British pub), among others in that area. 

ACTIVITIES 

Athens has a quirky Indie music scene that has spawned such groups as REM, The Indigo Girls, 
B52s and the like. Most of the bars and some restaurants have live music in the evenings.  The 
Georgia Theater is a venue downtown with concerts and the roof has a nice bar overlooking the 
city. 

The Georgia Museum of Art on campus contains a very nice collection and closes late on 
Thursdays at 9pm. 

The Ramsey Center is the student athletic facility with indoor pool and climbing walls as well 
as the usual weight and conditioning rooms, racquetball and squash courts and an indoor track 
overlooking the pool.  Use requires being a guest of a member unless you are a current patron of 
the Georgia Center hotel (proof required).  Guests pay $10. 

There are always concerts, recitals and various performances occurring at the Hugh Hodgson 
Hall of Music next door to the Museum of Art.  Schedules and events are listed on their website. 

There are several other activities that can be done if you have transportation and are planning to 
stay in the area a bit longer. Please consult with Eric or Mary if this is an option available to you. 




